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‘When the Day Was First Celebrated.

THE WEEKLY GAZETTE: FORT WORTH, TEXAS, FRIDAY, DE(}EMBER 30.

CHRISTMAS.

How It Was Made a Fixed Fes-
tival--Date of Christ’s Birth
Unknown.

"

¥any of Qur Sports and Games Traca-
able to Healhen Origin—&ift Giv-
ing Comes from the Romans.

The B.itish Drulds Contributs Decoration.
QOur Santa Clians and Christmas Tree
Come from Gsrmany.

It is now 1782 years eince the birth of
the Saviour ef mankindjwas celebrated for
the firet time after that glorious morniug,
1887 years ago, when ina rude stable in
Bethlehem of Judes, = babe wasborn
whom kings and wise men fell down be-
fore and worshiped. Christmas was
firstkept 88 a boliday A. D. 98. Its npame
was derived from Christ and the Saxon
masse, or mass, and the two words were
combined to denote & special service in
honor of the birth of the Son of God.

For the first three centuries Christmas
was one of the most movatle of all re-
ligious festivals. The e¢xact dateof the
Saviour’s nativity was very uncertzin,
and the Ilastern church observed the 6th
of January as the anniversary of both His
birth and circumecision. But in the fcurth
century, Pope Julius 1. ordered an investi-
gation of the matter, and after long de-
liberation the theologians of both the
east and west united in appointing De-
cember 25 to be kept as Carist's birth-
day.

We have no meang, however, of deter-
mining the exact date of the Saviour’s na-
tivity. Toe siatement that the date was
preserved in the public archives at Rcme,
thougn asserted by some of the early
fathers 1s not now generally credited. As
to the year, the preponderance of opinion
and of such evidence 2s we have scem to
favor that of 4or & B.C. As to the
month, December is the height cof the
rainy season in Judes, and therefore the
fact, as stated by the New Testament,
that shepherds were watching their flocks
on its plains while stars were shining in
the heavens on the night of the Saviour’s
birth, make it extremely unlikely that it
could have occurred in that month. Many
learned treatises have been written and
plausible arguments advenced to prove
that it must have taken place in October,
but the question will ever remain in abey-
ance.

It se2ms not improbable that in select-
ing December 25 ag the date of the great
€8t event save onpe—ihe crucifixion—in |
the world’s history, the werthy fathers
were influenced by a desire to supplant
the many heathen festivals of the winter
solstice, such as the Ssturnalia or great
Festival of Saturn and Ops, which began
on the 19:h of December (or, after
Ciiar’s reformation of the calendar, on
the 17:b) &nd continued for sewvea daje.
This presumption is made more prohable
from the fact that for many cea'uries the
festivities of Curis'mas were prclonged
t1ill “Twelfth Night,”* January 6, aucd ever
till “Candlvmas Day,” February 2, while
they usually began as early as the night

before *All Saints’ Day” or ‘‘Hallow
Eve,"” thas showing the de-
gire to wmake (he heathen converts
to Christiapnity feel that they had

Jost nothing in harmiess pleasure and en-
joymewul by uoe suosulutivn of the Chris
tian festival of the winter solstice for the
heathen one. Not only did (<he Romaps
observe this period of the year as a time
of mirth and rejoicing. The ancient

| than by the following

passage from Sir
Walter Scott’s “Memion:"”

* On Christmas eve the bells were rang;
vy Corls mas eve the mase Was enng;
That only night in all the year,

~aw the stoled priest the challce rear.
Then opened wide the baron’s hall,

T » vassal, tenant, serf and all;

Power lald his rod of rule aside,

And ceremony doffed his pride

The helr with roses In his shoes,

Thet night might village partner choose.
Al halied, with uncontroiled delight

And general volce, the haupy night

That to the cottsge, as the crown,

Brought tidings of salvation «own.
England wes merry England when

Dldgt hri=stmas bronght ois sports again.
*Twas Christmas brewed the mightiest ale,
"iwas Chrisimas told the merriest 1ale.

A Christinis gambol oft wounld cheer

A peor man’s heart through half the vear.”

The custom of giving presents on
Choristmas, now 80 universally observed,
is derived from the o/d Romen Saturnalia
or feast of Saturn above mentioned, at
which it was customary for all the mem-
bers of a household to offer gifts to each
other, and is not traceable, as has been
sometimes stated, to the New Testament
account of how kings and wise men made
rich offerings to the infant Jesus. For
the Chris'mas tree we are indebted to the
ancient Germans, who, during the con-
tivuance of their great feast of the winter
solstice, already described, hung large
yew trees with rude gifts, decorations
and lights, From them, too, come Santa
Claus, Kris-Krinkle, Knicht Ruopert and
the many other {fabulous personages
charged with the daty of bringing gifts
to good children, as does also the beanti-
ful fsble that such offerings are brought
directly by the sweet hands of the loving
“Chtrist child”"—the infant Jesus himself.

Io the primitive church, Christmas day
was preceded by an Eve or vigil, and
hence our Caristm:s eve of the present
time, which in the asscciation that clus-
ter around it, in the sports and pastimes,
its ancient memories and even 1n its de-
votions has ever been in all ages second
only to Christmas itself. Oae besautifal
observance of Christmas eve, having a
heathen origin, is the decorating of
churches and dwellings with evergreen,
holly, laurel, bays and mistictoe, being a
perpetuation of a custom of the old
British Druide, whose belief it was that
kindly sylvan spirits sought these orna-
ments of living green and hovered near
them, untouched and unharmed by nip-
ping frost, nutil the death of winter. In
the old church calendar appointed after
the universal adoption of December 25,
as Christmas, the eve of that day is
marked “templs exomantus,’” (let the
temples be adorned.) :

To the mistletoe, & favorite bough for
Christmas decoration, there hes attached,
from time immemorial, a traditiopary
vigissing right'’ that is popularly consid-
ered as inviolable as any secured to Eng-
lishmen by Magpa Coaarta. Any male
who, during the Coristmas season, can
catch a female under a sprig of mistietoe,
is entitled to a kiss which the damsel—be
she maid, wile or widow—is In honor
bound to accord him without resistance
or remonstrance of any kind.

On Christmas Eve in all parts of Italy
tne people play upon instruments and
sing before the shrines of the Blessed
Virgia Mother with the poetical idea of
chee irg ber through the pangs of mater-
nity. In Great Britain and on the conti-
anent of Earope the chu:ch bells ring out
their loudest and sweetest, while from a
tradition that the Saviour came into the
world at midnight, there is czlebrated,
punctually at that houra high mass of
the grandest, most jmposing character.
In Spain, [taly and France especially, the
courches are maguiticently decorated and
after the midnight mass a collation is
served to those who bave spent Corist-
mas Eve ig this pious work of adoroment.

Qae of the cldest customs of Chrisimas
Eve and oue that is still cbserved in tue
north of England is that of placing on the
p.incipal fire of every household s great
log of wood, calied the yule-cloz or
Caristmas block, where it 18 supposed to
illuminate the whole Qouse and ia every
part of it to turn nigat into day. The

Celtic and Germanic races did the same.
Tne Germans, especially, were then sc- |
customed w0 nold greav ieasts, of which |
the most preminent continued during the |
twelve days from December 25 toJanuary |
6. They believed that throughout that
time their great Deities moved about the
esrth, and that, though invisible, their
personal movements could be readily
traced.

By the celebration of Caristmas, with
ite grand liturgy, its magnificent
music and its pictorial and
dramatic representations of the principal
events in the life of Him whose birth it
commemorated, the church sought to re-
place these heathen festivities and to lift
up the minds of the pecple to something
higher aund holier, but meny of the old
heathen festive usages were to & certsin
extent chriztiapiz=d, and not a few of
tbem hsve survived even down to our
own time. Indeed, so much is this the
case that many of our most distinctively
Christmas customs, sports and games
can be distinctly traced to a heathen
origin.

The day was regarded from the first
both as 8 holy commemoration of & most
sacred event and as a mirthinl, joyous
festival, but in the middie ages the fes-
tive ebservances of the day cften so far
over-topped its more sacred features that
the clergy were frequently compelled to
check the unseemly merriment of their
flocka. Al persons, old and young, were
then accustomed to induige in what were

called the “*December  libertles,”’
wild gamboels, pranks and
mesquerades of the most €X-

travag:nt and burlesque character, ia
which everything and everybody were
absuraly satirized and burlesqued.

At the C ristmss " dipners of the old
feudal barons the first dish brought to
tatl: was a huge boar’s head, having a
lemon placed in its mouth, It was car-
ried In gresat etate the whole length of the
immense bacguetiog ball npon a massive
silver pl tter borne by the mejor domo of
the household, attended by a Iarge num-
bDer of servants eand vassals, and was
placed before the lord of the mapor at
the head of the festive board with great
pomp and ceremony. It was followed by
great trenchers of beef, venisop, pork,
mution, turkeys, cspous, hens, geeee,
ducks, plum puddings, nuts, sugar and
bhoney, and monstrons bowls of purch
and wessail. Then came Christinas
gports and games of many kinde, the fes-
tivities Dbeing presided over by =
specially appoioted cfficer of the
household called the Lord of Misrule, or
the Abbott of Unreason, who reigned =su-
preme from * Hxllow Eve,” October 31,
0 ““Candlemss Day," Februsry 2.

Prominent amorg these Christmas di-
versions were ““Saap Dragon,” a game
which consisted in trying to snatch rais-
ins from bursing brands snd place them
in ope’s mouth without dropping them;
‘‘Hot Cockles,” in which & Dblindfolded
person was struck by the other members
of the company and required to guess the
name of each person dealing him & blow,
and “Mumming,” which consisted of an
exchange of garments between men and
Women, who thus attired in the habill-
ments of thelr opposite sex, went from
house to house making merry and partak-
ing of Christmas cheer with the inmates.
In & very qusint old book of folk-lore,
calied *Poured About Our Coal Fire, or

Eatertainments,”” I find the
following: i

pbe is for dresses of all kinds,

“Then comeés mumming or!
issquerading, when ye ’Squire’s ward-
\ rapsacked

yule-clogs that burped iathe vast balls of

he old English feudsl barons of the mid=-
dle eges were huge trees and we are told
that even just before the last century the
mansion of an English gentieman, resid-
ing near Shrewsbury, was totally de-
stroyed by flre in consequerce of tco
large s yule-log havieg been lighted on
bis hearihstone. When the yule-
clog is not all comsumed before dawn,
burps on into the light of Christmas day,
its ashes are carefully preserved until the
nt X. Christmsas eve, and are belleved to
oring good health and fortune to all the
nousehold, but should they be scattered
aid lost, death and misfortune are sure
1o follow.

Tae origin of the yule clog is doubtlers
to be found ip the fact that In the West-
ern or Latin church, Carisimas was called
the Fesst of Lizuts, both bicause many
ligits or candlcs were used in its cele-
bration, and bicause Carist, whose birth
i* commenoratcd, was 1o become the
light of the worlq, and as the yule clog
dates far back beyond the use of candles
by many patione who hed embraced
Christianity, it was probobly used as a
primitive suosti ute. The Sax ns called
toeir piice pal feast Jul or Yal, end hence
came ‘u apply the same terms to
toe log which on that grea vuccasivn ard
£U%s: qienuy when it bad been traus-
forme: into Christmas, gave &t once their
priveipsl fire and whelr principal light.

Prosanly ose cf the most generally
Enown of tue old Caristmas chservances
ueXs Lo we glvicg of presents is the sing-
ing of Christwas carcls. Tnese were
pious ceniicies designed to replace the
rivald surgs of tbe old heathen festivals,
scd the custum <f childrer, and evea
grown p:ople, going abcut from h nse (0
nouse and singing them at the deor oa
Coristmas eve and belng reward-¢ with
Chrisiumas cheer and Coristmas epending
woney, is Imainiaired in many parts of
Eogland at the present day. Many collec-
twons of these quaint mediseval carols
were made from time to time, bat of the
vldes  ¢f such collections but one sheet
remaics, and it contaics only two. It is

cirefully preserved in the Bodleian
liorary &t Oxford, as 1is also
a collection cf “'Christmasse

Kuiles," published by Wynkin de Worde
in 1531. Later ccllections of these old
Coristmas hvmos of various nations have
been published in our owa century. Oae
of French carols (noel:) weas issued at
Poiders in 1824, one of Eoglish at Lor-
don in 1833, and one of German at Gralz
in 1853, I: is remarkable toat the Welsh
nave produced even more of these Christ-
mas carols 1ban the Eogiisa or any other
oationality. Their Lfiyr Carolsn (Book
of Carols) and their Blodengerda (An-
twlogy of Wales) contain respectively
#X y-six and forty-eight of these can-
ticles. '

There have heen many qusaint supersti-
tions associated with Christmas in all
ages and conatries of the world. The
old English peasantry pelieved that evil
spirits, losiog a:l power at the approach
 f Christmas, dared not ven abroad
c¢ur ng the Caristmasjseason,sn cocks
¢ ew for joy a!l pight long. Shakespeare
tbus alluaes to this supersiition:

ver against thst season comes
W herein onr Savicui’s birih 16 celebrated

- A

And then, (hey say, no spirl stirs X
The n:‘Eta are wholespme; then no plw
8

No falry
S0 hallowed and a0 gracious is the time.

opulsr belief that the oxenfall u
b knees at midnight on Christ

Bethlehem are saidto

of the far north change to wolves on
Christmas eve, and 50 rage againstall
human nature as to harm mankind more
than do the attacks of real wolves. Itis
a matter for regret that large numbers of
theee human wolves are o be found in
our own country as well as well as in
Sweeden, and that the exercise of their
wolfish nature is not confined to Christ-

mAas eve. G.W.C.
——

IDAHO’S RABBIT PLAGUE.
General Brisbin Beys it 1s Almost az 8ad

There as it is in Australia.
Fort McKinzey, Wso T., Letter to New York
World.

The rabbits are again becoming a
plague in many portiors ¢f Idaho, Ne-
vada and Wyoming. These little ban-
nies bid fsir to do &8 much damage in our
country as they have in Australia, unless

timely steps are taken for their extermi- |

pation. In Australis, in many places,
they have eaten up the whole of the
country, even the sheep pastures being
destroyed by them. It seems strange
that national legislation should be re-
quired against so small an animal as &
rabbit, but the Eonglish colonists cf Au-
stralia are glad encugh to have the gov-
ernment aid them in destroying the little
pests. Everything green and every blade
of grass is eaten by them to the earth,
and excepting the grasshopper it would
be Imposeible to comnceive of anything
more destructive to vegetation than a
rabbit. They appear in vast armies, and
moving ecross a country strip it of all
vegetable matter. _ Gardens are their
special delight, and not a vegetable is
leit where they can once take hold.

When out in Idaho, a year or two ago,l
had some e¢xperience with rabbits. They
appeared in great numbers along the
Oregon Snort Line, and in some towans
destroyed all the gardens. Near Boise
they attacked the grain flelds and even
the pastares. The methods of destroying
them were sometimes novel. One gen-
tleman who had a graio ficld and garden
patch surrounded the fleld with & board
on bis fence next Lo the ground. Above
the board he drew a wire very tight and
just close enough to the board to let the
rabbits’ hesd through. In trying to get
over the board they got fast and hanged
themselves. His field was pretty well
strung around every morning with deai
rabbits.

Apother farmer put a brush. fence
around his fizld and here and there made
& hole through it. On the other side of
the holes he sapk large boxes ip the
ground. The bunries would ruan through
the hole, fall into the bexesand be unable
to get out. Another farmer punt boxes
under his fences with tilting lids. The
outside was firm enough but no sconer
would the rabbit attempt to run through
than the treacherous lid would tip up and
:and him in the box below. Then it
would tip back into its place again and be
ready for another rabbit, In the morn-
ing the boys, armed with pitchforks,
would,go around the ficld, kill the rab ,its
and pitch them into & wagon, They often
got a wagon load in the mornipg. The
rabbits were fed to the hogs.

Another method was the ‘surround.”
A large pit or hole was dug in the ground
wioere the rabbits were thickest, end
brush piled around the pit for some
distance out. Th:n the men and boys
made & surround, beating the brush up
and frightening the bunnies towards the
pit. When 2ill had closed in the brush
was fired all around the outside, and the
littlecreatures 10 escape the flames would
jump into the pit. Those thatdid not fsll
1nto the pit weré reasted or killed by the
men and boys who stood close together
around the outside armed with clubs and
pitchforks.

Lux & Miller, the great cattle raisers,
whose ranches were completely overrun
with rabbits, offered a reward of 5 cents
a piece for them, and the boys made guod
wages Killing them. A boy in a dsy with
good luck could Eill and deliver from
fifty to 100, so he madea good sum. Lux
& Miller threw the dead rabbits into a big
vat where they were boiled, skin and all,
ard then fed to the hogs wo fatten them
It 18 eaid they make good hcg feed, and
the hogs fatten very rapidly upon rabbit
flesh.

Pasteur, the great French specialist and
curer of mad-dog bite by imoculation,
says he can kill ¢ ff all the rabbits in the
United States and Australia by inocula-
tion. His plan is to inpoculate five rab-
bits withchicken cholora and let them go
among the other rabbits. The disease is
very contagious and fatal, and he con-
tends they would soon give it to each
other and a1l die of. It is certainly
worth trying, for & greater pest than an
excess of rabbite csnnot be imagined.

JaMES S. BRISBIN,
i

THE BUSTLE IN A NEW ROLE.
¥hes Way In w-l-x_lcix—;t_s'nud a Youn;
Lady’s Life.

Haywards (Col.) Jonrnal,

We don’t believs history has chromicled

& more singular escape from death than
occurred in Redwood caryon lsst week.
The male sex, who are an unfeeling lot,
tiken altogether, have severely criticised
bustles, which are a most important
part of the female wardrocbe, but
after reading this thrilling episode-
shounld “forever hold their pesce.” A
handsome young lady of sweet seventeen
arrived from Arizons & couple of weeks
ago and spent a very pleasant visit with
friends in the above canyon. One even-
ing when the head sf the family was away
the milking natarally fell on the femsle
portion of the bousehcld. The Arizonas
fair one a7 once offered to do her ghare,
bat the annt protested. The protest was
of no avail, however, and shortly after-
wards she started for the corral, pail in
hand, a typicai Maud Muller, The young
lsdy was just in the act of milking, when
a ferocious bull spied her and a: once
staried on the war path. It was s eriti-
cal positicn, anq, as the bull came charg-
ing at her with Icwered horns, with slood
in his eye, the young Ilady quletly
dropped on the ground, face down-
ward, and lay a&s still as death. This
maneuver Wwas something new for
the bull, and bhe was a momernt non-
plussed, but he soon recovered from his
surprise and made for the prostate maid-
er, an:l had 1t not been for that bustle
the young lady never would have lived to
tell this exciting experience. The bull
gored that tenderly framed air castle,
called = bustle, until it gave way and he
retired with the trophy. The aunt saw
the charge, and was about to runinto
assist when the brave girl called to keep
back or else both would be killea. As it
tarned out, the bull, after discoverieg the
bustle, concluded that he had madesa
slight mistake and retired from the bat-
tle. Had the young lady started to run
the bull would very likely have soon over-
taken and killed her. Hereafter all young
ladies should have an extra bustle in re-
gerve when they go into the countiry and
play the milkmaid act.

This bird of dawning ringeth all mw_ o

takes, nor witch hath power to charm,

In the English country of Devon, 1t is 8] F=%!

CHRIST'S BIRTH.

The Story of the Nativity Told by
Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage=-The
Advent of the Redeemer of
Manxind on Earth,

Hew Childhood and Moiherhood Were
Honored; the Cradle Xade to Mean
More Than the Grave.

How the Ohild of To Day is to Bettleall
Destinlies and Usher in the World’s
Balvation or Destruction.

‘‘“THE BARN AND ITS SURROUNDINGS.”
Special to the Gazette,

BrookLyN, N. Y., Dec. 25.—Services
to-day at the Brooklyn Tabernacle were
jubilant. Professors Browne and Ali,
with organ and cornet, were unusually
powe:fal, and Mrs. Florence Rice-Knox
sang three solos. The thousands of p:o-
ple who packed the church and all the
approaches, seemed to join in the great
chorus:

He shall relgn from pole to pole
With 'Iimitable sway;

e eball retgn, when, like 8 seroll,
Yonder heavens have passed away.

Rev. T. DcWitt Talmsge, D. D,, took
as the subject of his sermon, “The Barn
and Its Surrounondings.” His text was
taken from Luke 11, 15: “The shepherds
said one to another, let us now go even
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which
is come to pass.” Dr. Talmage gaid:

One thousand years of the worid's ex-
istence rolled painfully and wearily
along, and no Christ. Two thousand
years, and no Christ. Three thounsand
vears, and no Christ. Four thousand
vears, and no Christ. *“Give us a
Christ,”” had cried Assyrian and Persian
and Chaldean and Egyptian civilizations,
but the lips of the earth and the lips of
the sky made no answer. The world had
aiready been afliuent of genius. Among
poets had appeared Homer and Thespis
and Aristophanes and Sophocles and Eau-
ripides and Alexis _ Eschylus, yet no

,Christ to be the most poetic flzure of the

centuries. Among historians had ap-
peared Herodotus and Xenophon and
Thucydides, but no Christ from whom all
history was to dste backward sand for-
ward—B. C. and A. D. Among conquer-
ors C:millus and Manlius and Ro2guius
and Xantippus and Hannibzl and Scipio
and Pumpey acd Casar, yet no Corist
who was Lo be the congueror of earth and
heaven.

Bat the slow century and the slow year
end the slow month and the slow hour at
last arrived. The world had had matins
or concerts in the morning and wvespers
or concerts in the evening, bnt now it is
to have a concert at midnighs. The black
window shutters of a December night
were thrown oper, and some of the best
singers of & world where they all sipg
stood there, and putting back the drapery
of cloud chanted s peace anthem, until
all the echoes of hill and valley applauded
and encored the Hallelujah chorus.

At last the world has & Carist and just
the Chrst it needs. Come, let us go into
that Christmas scene as thovgh we had
never before worshipped at the manger.
Here 1s a Madonna worth looking ar. 1
wonder not that the most frequent name
in all lands and in ali Christian centuries
is Mary. And there are Marys in palaces
and Marys in cabine, and though German
and French and Italian and Spapish and
English pronounce it differently, they are
all

NAMESAKES CF THE ONE
whom we find on & bed of straw with her
pale face against the goft cheek of Christ
in the night of the Nativity. All the great
painters have tried on canvas to present
Mary and Rer child and the incidents of
that most famous night of the world's
history. Raphael in three different mas-
terpicces, celebrated them. Tintoret and

Guirlandjo surpassed themselves
in the Adoration of the Magj.
Corregio mneeded to do  nothing

more than his Madonna to become im-
mortal. The Meadonna of the Lily, by
Leonardo da Vinci, will kindle the admir-
ation of all ages. Murillo never won
greater triumpi by his pereil than in his
presentation of the Holy Family. But all
the galleries of Dresden are forgotten
when I think of the small room of that
gallery containing the Sistine Madonna.
Yet all of them were copies of St
Matthew’s Macorns, and Luke’s Ma
donns, the inspired Madonna of the Old
Book, which we had put into our hands
when we were infants and that we hope
to have under our heads when we die,

Behold, in the first place, that on the
firs. night of Christ's life God honored
the brpte creation, You cannot get irto
that Bethlehem barn without goirg past
the camels, the muleg, the dogs, the oxen.
The brutes of that stable heard the firat
cry of the infant Lord. Some of the oid
psinters represent the oxen and camels
kneeling that night before the new-torn
babe., And well might they kneel. Have
you ever thought that Christ came, emong
other things, to alleviate the sufferings of
the brute creation? Was it not appropri-
ate that he shounld during the first few
days and nights of His life on earth be
surrounded by the dumb beasts whose
mosn and plaint and bellowing have for
ages been N

A PRAYER TO GOD.

for the arresting of their tortares ard the
righting of their wropoge? It did oot
merely ‘“happen so”’’that the unintelligent
creatures of God shonld have been that
pight in close neighborhood. Not s
kennel In all the centuries, rot & bird's
nest, not a worn-out horse on towpath,
not a herd freezing in the poorly built
cow-pen, not a freight car in summer
time bringing the beeves to market with-
out water through a thousand miles of
agony, not a surgeon’s room witnessicg
the struggles of fox or rabbit or pigeon
or dog in the horrors of vivisection, but
has av interest in the fact that Carist
was born in a stable surrounded by
brutes. He remembered, that night, and
the prayer He heard in their pitiful moan
He will answer in the punishment ol
those who maltrcat the damb brutes.
They surely have as much right in this
world as we have. -

In the first chapter of Genesis you may
see that they were placed on the
earth before man was, the fish and
fowl created the fiith day, and the
quadruped the morning of the sixth day,
and man not until the afternoon of that
day. Tlire whale, the eagle, the lion, end
all the lesser creatures of their kind were
predecessors of the human family. ey
have the world by right of possession.
They have also paid rent for the plsces
tbey occupied. Whatan army of defense
all over the land are the faithful watch
dogs. And who can tell what the world
owes to horse, and camel, 2nd ox for

brutal suffering as well as
THE REDREMER OF MAN.

Standing thep, as I imagine now I do,
iv that Betblehem night with an infant
Christ on the one side and the £peechless
creatures of God on the other, I cry:
Look out how you strike the rowel into
that horse’s side. Take off that curbed
bit from that bleeding mouth. Remove
that saddle from that raw back. Shoot
not for fun—that bird is too small for
food. Forget not to put water into the
cage of that cavary. Throw out some
crumbs to those birds caught too far
north in the winter’s inclemency. Arrest
that man who is making that ome horse
draw a load heavy enough for three.
Rush in upon that scene where boys are
tortunivga cat or transfixing butterfly
and grasshopper. Drive not off that old
robin for her nmest is a mother's
credle and under her wing there may be
three or four prims donnas of the 8ky in
training. And in your families and in
your schools teach the coming generation
more mercy than the present generation
has ever showp, and in this marvelous
Bible picture of the Nativity, while you
point out to them the angel, show them
also the camel, and while they hear the
celestial chant let them also hear the
COW's moan. No more did Christ show ia-
terest in the botanical world when he saiq,
*‘Consider the lilies,” than he showed
sympathy for the ornitholegical when he
said, ““Behold the fowls of the air,” and
the auadrupedal world when he allowed
himself to be called in one place a lion
and in another place a lamb. Meanwhile,
may the Christ of the Bethlehem cattle
pen have mercy on the suffering stock-
yards that are preparing diseased and
fevered meat for

OUR AMERIZAN HOUSEHOLDS,

Behold also in this Bible scene how on
that Christmas night God honored child-
aced. Carist might have made his first
visit to our world in a cloud, as he will
descend or his next visit in a cloud. In
what a chariot of illumined vapor he
might have rolied down the sky escorted
oy mounted cavairy with lightring of
drawn sword. Elijeh had a carriage of
fire to take him up, why not Jesus & car-

riage of fire to fetch rim down?
Or, over the arched bridge of
& rainbow the Lord might have

descended. Or Christ might have had
his mortality built upon earth out of the
dust of the garden, as was Adam, in fail
manhood at the start witbout the intro-
ductory feebleness of infancy. No, no!
Childbood was to be honored by that ad-
vent. He muest have a child’s light limbs,
and a child’s dimpled hand, and = child’s
beaming eye, and a cnild’s flaxen hair,
and babjhood was to he honored for all
time to come, and a cradle was to mean

more thsn a grave. Mighty God! May
the refl:ction of that one child’s
face be seen in all infantile faces.

Fpough have ail those fathers and moth-
ers on hand jif they have a child in the
house. A throme, a crown, & scepter, s
Ewgdom under charge. Be careful how
you strike him on the hezd, jairricg tae
brain. What you say to him will be cen-
tennial and millennial, and a hundred
years and a thousand years will not stop
the echo and re-echo.
only a caild.’” Rather say, ‘It is only
en immortal.” It is opnly a masterpiece
of Jehovan. It is only a being that shall
outlive sun, and moon, and star, and sges
quadrillennial, God hsas ijufinite re-
scurces and he can give presents cof great
value, but when he wants to give the
richest possible gift to a household he
looks around all the worlds and all the
nniverse and then gives a child. The

world he gave about 1887 years ago, and
he gave it on a Christmas rnight, and it
was cf such value that Heaven adjourned
for a recess and came down and
BROK® THROUGH THF CLOUDS

to look at it~ Yea, in &1l szes God has
honored childhood. He makes almost
every picture a failare unless there be s
child either pleying on the floor, or leck-
ing through tbe witdow or seated on the
lap gszing into the face of 1te mother. It
was & child 1n Naaman’s kitchen that told
the great Syrian warrior where he might
g0 and get cured of the leprosy, which at
his seventh plunge in the Jordan was left
at the bottom of the river. It was to the
cradie of leaves in which a child was laid
rocked by the Nile that God called the at-
tention of history. It was a sick child
that evoked Cbrist's carative sympathies.
It was a child that Ctrist set in the midst
of the squabbling disciples to teach the
1:830n of bhumiiy. We are irnformed
that wolf and leopard and lion shall be
vet s0 domesticated that a little child
shall lead them. A child decided Waterloo,
ghowing the army of Blucher how they
couid take a short cut through the fields
when, il the cld road had been followed,
ihe Prussian general would heve come
up too late to save the destinies of En-
rope. It was achild thatdecided Gettys-
hurg, he having overheard two Confed-
erate generals in & conversation in which
they decided to march for Gettyaburg in-
stead of Harrisburg, and this reported to
Governor Cartin, the Fuderal forces
started to meet their opponentsat Gettys-
burg. And the child of to-day is to de-
cide all the great battles, make all the
laws, settle all the destinics and usher in
the world’s eaivation or destruction.
Mgn, women, nations, all esrth and all
heaven, behold the child! Is there any
velvet 50 soft as a child’s cheek? 'Is
there any £ky 20 blue as & child’s eye? Is
there any music so sweet as the child’s
voice? Istrere apyplume g0 wavyass
child's hair? .

Notice also that in this Bible night
scene

GOD HONORYD SCIENCE.

Who are the three wise men Eneeling
before the divine infan1? Not boors, not
ignoramuses, but Caspar, Belthasar and
Melctior, men who knew all that was to
be known. They were the [saac Newtazns
and Herschels snd Faradav’s of their
time. Their alchemy was the fore-
ruaner ol our sublime chemistry; their
astrology the mother of our megnificent
astronomy. They had studied stars,
stodied metals, studied physiology,
studied everything. And when [ see
these =cientists bowing before the beauti-
ful babe I see the prophecy of the time
when all the telescopes and microscopes,
and sall the Leyden jars, and sll the
electrical batteries, and all the cbserva-
tories, and all the universities shall bow
to Jesus. It iz much that way already.
Where is the college that does not have
morning prayers, thus bowing at the
manger? Whno have been the greatest
physicians? Omitting the names ef the
living, lest we should be invidious, have
we not had among them Caristian men like
our own Joseph C. Huochinson, and Rausn,
and Valentine Mott, and Abercrombie,
snd Abernethy? Who heave been our
grestest sclentiste? Joseph Henrv, who
lived and died in the faita of the Gospel,
and Agassiz who, standing with his stu-
dents among the hilis, took ¢S his hat
and said, ‘“‘Young gentlemer, before we
study these rocks lei us pray for wisdom
to the God who made the rocks.” To-day
the greates: dcctors and lawyers of

and New Ycik, and of all this

Brooklyn
» and of all lands, revere the Christian
mkm,-ud are not ashamed to say so

tril, that he might be the alleviation of
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that God honored the flelds. Come ip,
shepherd boys, to Bethlehem and see the
child. ‘*No,” they fsy; *“we are not
dressed zood encugh to come in.” -'Yes,j
you are, come in.'" Sure enough, the
storms and the night dew, and the bram-
oles have made rough work with thelr

come in. They were the first to heer t
mausic of that Christmas night. The first’
aanouncement of a §Savior’s birth was
made to those men in the flelds There
were wiseacres that night in Bethlehem
and Jeruselem snoring in deep sleep, and |
there were salaried officers of government
who, hearing of it afterward, may have
thought that they ought to have had the
first nmews of such a great event,
| some one dismounting from s
swif: cemel at their deor and knocking

till at some sentinel's question, “Who !
comes therc?’ the great ones of the pal«i
ace might have been told of the cele:’-i
tisl arrival. No, the shepherds heard |
the first two bars of the music, the first in
the msjor Key and the last In the sub-
dued minor: Glory to God inm the high-
est, and on earth peace, goodwill 1o
men.'"  Ah, yes, the flelds were horored.
The old shepherds with plaid and crook |
have for the most parc vapisned, but we |
have grazing on our United States pss-§
ture flelds and prairies about 45,000,000 |
sheep—apa all their keepers ought to
follow the shepherds of my text, and
all those who toil in flelds, all wize-
dressers, all orchardists, all husbandmen.
Not only that Christmas nigint, but all up
and down the world’s history God has
byen honoring the flelds. Near.y sil the
Messiahs of reform, and literature, and
eloquence, and l!aw, and bencvolence
bhave -

|
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|
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cave to tske to the flelds. Iostesd®of ten
merchants in rivairy as to who shall gell
tnat one apple, we want at least eight of
them to get out and raise epples. In-
stead of ten merchants desiring to sell
that one bashel of wheat, we wan? at
least eight of them to go out and raise
wheat. The world wants now more
hard hands, more brorz:d cheeks, more
musculsr arms. To the fields! God
borored them when he woke up the
shepherds by the midnight anthem, end
he will, while the world lasts, continue to
honor the flelds. When the shepherd’s
crouvk was that famous night stood agaiost
the wall of the Bethiehem kshn,
it was & prophecv of the time when
thresher’s flail, and farmer’s piough, aud
woodman’s axe, and ¢x’s yoke, and sheaf
binder's rake £hsll surrender to the God
who made the couniry a3 man msde the
town.

Behold aiso, that on that Christmas
pight G2d honored motherhood. Two
axngels on their wings might have brovght J
an Iniant Savier to Beihlehem withuut |
M2ry’s being there at all. When the vil-
lagers, on the moraing of December 24,
awcke, by divipe arrapgement and in
some unexplained way, the child Jesus
might have been found ic some comfori-
ahle cradle of the villege. But no, no!
Motherhood for all time was to he conse-
crated, and cne of the tenderest relations
was to be the maternal relation, ard one
of the sweetest words “Mother.” In all
ages God.

HAS HONORED GOOD MOTHERHOOD.

John Wesley had a gocd mother, St
Bernard had a good mother, Samusl
Budgett & gocd mother, Doddridee =
gcod mother, Waltsr Scott a good
mother, Berjimin West a good mo Ler.
In & great andiencs, mosaf of whom were
Christians, I asked that all those who had
been blessed of Christian mothera arise,
and aimost the entire assembly stocd up.
Don’t ycu se¢e how impertant it is that ajl
motherfood be cozsecrated? Why did
Titien, the I'alian artist, when he
sketched the Madonna make it ap Italian
tace? Why did Rabans, the German art-
ist, in his Madocns make it &8 Germsan
face? Why did Jeoshna Raynolds, the
English ariist, in his Madouns, make it
av Eoglish face? Why did Marillo, the!
Spansh artist, in his Madonna make it &
Spanish face? I never heerd, but I think
that they took their own mothers as the
type of Mary, the Mother of Christ. When
you hesr some one in sermon or oration
speak in the abstract ¢f & good, faithful,
nonest mother, your eyes fill up with
tears while you say to yourself, taat was
my mother. The first word s child ut-
ters is apt to be, ‘‘mother,” and the old
mean in his dying dream calls, *“mother!
mother!" I matters not whether she
was brought up in the surroundings of a
city, and in eillaent home,and was dressed
appropriately with referezce tc the de-
mands of modern life, or whether she
wore the olc-time cap, and great round
spectacies, and apron of her own make,
and knit yoar socks with her own needles
seated by the broad fireplace, with great
back log ablaz: on a wluter night. It
matters not how many wrinkles crossed
and recrcssed her face, or how much her
shoulders stooped with the burdens of a
long life, if you painted & Madonna hers
would be the face.

WHAT A GENTLE HAND
she had when we were sick and what s
voice o soothe pain and was there any-
ope who could so il up arocom wich
peace apd purity aud light? And wh=is
sad day that wss when we came home
and she conid greet us noet, for her lips
were foraver stili. Come basck, motier,
this Carisiias day and take your old ;
place and, as ten or twenty or flity years
ago, come ard open the cld Bible you

where you used to pray end look upon us
as of old when you a

: New Yezt. Bat
wo! That would not be fair to csll you

Merry | ravages of hidden

torones, sll you glorified mothéfs, and
gay to all these, your sous and dagghters,
words of love, words of warning, words
of cheer. They need your v .‘E:‘.e,"§r they
bave traveled far and with mapy Sheart—
break since yon left tbem, and you
to call from the heights of heaven to the
valleys of esrth. Hal, enthronmed an-|
cestry! We are coming. Keep s place
for us right beside yon at the nacqguet.

“Slow- footed veara! Vore swiftly run

[oto the gold of hat un=e ting sun.

fomesie we are for thee,

Calm land bejond the sea.”

o

KACES IN AFRICA,

The Sleeds are Flest Footed Ostriches and
tho HKuns ara Fine.
London Truth.

We were treated to an exhibition which
was & wpovel'y worth traveling miles to
gee—an oa'rich rece. Two little carts,
the frames of which were made of bamboo
snd the wheels similar to those of & ve-
locipede, weighing, sll the gear included,;

[ BURE FITS]

-
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A

X,

: . \ne
thirty-seven pounds, were brought forthihe

and four very large ostriches trained touss
the hneinesa TNEES ¥ ’m&
the husiness and karnessed abreast werg,oe

atizched to e=ch one.

The race courssie

was 8 flat piece of conatry abent four and
s qusiter miles in lengtn; the distance %o ¥
be traveled was four miles straight away @
aud return. Two of the smallest speci~ &
mens of Af lcan humanity ever scen, less °

than four feet in beight, and weighing
sbout seventy-iwo pourds each,Bojesmen
pure and simple, were selected as chari—
oteers, and sall weas ready. I had been
provided with a msgpificent sixteen-

hands high [Eoglisn  bhunter, hav-
ing & record placisg him smoag
the very Dbest saddle horses of
Cape Town, end was qunarter way

toward the turn of the course, pushisg
my fresh steed to do his hest, when the
featbered bipeds silarted, and before I
reacted the turn the ostrich chariots had
passed me, goinz and returning like &
flssh of lightning. 1 did e22 them, and
v-t 80 quickly did they vanish into dis=

tance toat s pen picture, valusble for #t8 |

accuracy, ¢sn not be given. The time
taken at the starting point by several of
the spectators was, for the four miles and

return, neerly nineteen minutes, not very |
fast for ostriches, g0 they said, but too |

rapid for Eoglish hunters, I know.
R —

PISTOL AND KNIFE.

Two Citizsns of Dallna Esgage in s Deadiyr
Combeat,

Spectal to the Gazette. %

Davrras, Tex., Dee. 25 —This emil;'"

Tom Spivey and Georze Norvelle met and

fought with pistel and krife. Abouttwoe
months ago these men fought and Norvelle

<

cut Spivey three scverz cu's across the v‘
throat, from which Spivey recovered.

To-day when they met tur the fi'st time s
since that event, Spivey attacked Noivalle
with a knife, Irflicling several flesh
wounds shoat his throst, when No
pu led his gun and shot Spivey, the ball
trikicg his hand ipflictirg an ugly k
The police arriving on the grg

slle

fled, leavire Norvelle in their hands,

is now locked up. Both are citizegs of
Dallas, -
T
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